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Magdalene Street, in which is situated the' famous 
Magdalene College (founded 1519), contains some of the 
oldest houses in Cambridge. These houses, erected 
during the sixteenth century, are situated at the four cross 
roads, around which clustered the original town of Cam¬ 
bridge. Alteration in river level has, however, since 
encouraged the town to spread on the opposite bank, on 
land which was formerly a mere swamp. 
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